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HAUTE HABER-
DASHERY: Win-
dows on the front
elevation are wrappad
in carved stone cas-
ings and topped with
arched crown mold-
ings. An arnamental
cornice delineates the
break of the roof line.
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Urbane Infill

Chicago embraces the revival of a century-old residential style.

OLLOWING THE GREAT CHICAGO

Fire of 1871, the city adopted strin-

gent  ordinances requiring  that

homes be built with stone or other

non-combustible materials.  Not
being situared on municipal land, how-
ever, the community of Lakeview quickly
became a boomtown for shaddy, non-
regulated construction, populated mostly
by small multifamily buildings and worker
cottages. By the end of the 20th century,
many of thase structures, which had been
patched up over the years with aluminum
or asphalt siding, had reached the end of
their lifespan and became prime targets for
teardowns.

The 5,210-square-foot raw house built
by GVP Development at 3311 Lakewood
Avenue stands as a proud testament to the
transformation that is now in mortion in
this desirable neighborhood near Wrigley

NOBLE CAUSE: In keeping with classical
tradition, the main living spaces of this home
begin on level two (the “piano nobile”) and
are accessible via stairs leading up from a
lower entry hall, This configuration frees up
more square footage on the second floor for
social gathering.
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HEEVENLY DESCENT: This home’s dramatic entry
sequence begins in an intimate sunken courtyard: pro-
ceeds through a triple-arched loggia ornamented with
diamand-shaped keystones; and culminates in a spa-
cious ground-floor receiving area.

Ficld. Designed in the spirit of
the grand Beaux-Arts mansions
that arose in America’s great
ies from the late 1880s to the
mid-1920s, the stately home
signals a newfound permanence
with exterior walls of brick and
Indiana limestone, copper dor:
mers, and slate roof. And its his-
toric inferences don't end with
the fagade. Inside, the floor plan
revives the old school concept
of a “piano nobile,” placing the
main living spaces on a second
floor that is slightly clevared
above street level.

Allegiance to historic ante
cedents dicrated a sunken gar-
den and lower-level foyer for the
four-story structure, although
placing these spaces below grade
also ensured compliance with
a strict building height limit
of 38 feet. “What many of our
competitors have done instead is
to bring an outdoor stoop up to that main
floor, but then you have to carve out space
for the entry hall, closets, and interior stair
access, and what's left is this dinky little

parlor-scale living room,” observes Jeff
Goulette, apartner in the architecrure firm
Sullivan Gouletre Wilson,

Making the plan work required a side-
yardvariance allowing the house tabea foor
and a half wider than code, but approval
was fairly casy to obtain, given the project’s
historic bent. “Chicago is a well-spring of
modern architecrure, but it's also got a tra-
ditional, conservative side,” Goulette says
“We strive to work very honestly in that
language withour cartooning it or distre:
ing the proportions to putour tweak o

That diligence has paid off. The archi-
tect and developer have since collaborated
on a dozen similar houses in the same
neighborhood. (e page 108)

Project: 33| Lakewaod Avenue, Chicago; Size:
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