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Designed by homeowner
and architect Jeff Goulette,
this Shaker-inspired kitchen
features salvaged wood
beams and a random-laid
slate floor with radiant heat.
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Inspired by Shaker tradltlons
f this bright and casual kitchen
. combines well-aged materlals
-with a modern sensibility.
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opposITE: The 36-inch enameled cast-iron range is
a dual-fuel model with electric convection ovens.
Mini subway tiles with a crackled glaze top the
marble backspiash. RIGHT: Antique spoons and
forks dangle from chandeliers handcrafted by artist
Jose Esteves. The silver can be polished for extra
sparkle. BeLow: The apron-front sink partners with
fwo stainless-steei dishwasher drawers to handle
loads large or small.

On summer nights, thousands
of fireflies glitter in the fields,
but it’s the morning sun that
really works the magic in this
rural Michigan kitchen.

A band of windows wraps the southeast corner, capturing the light and pastorat
views. “It’s captivating,” says Chicago-based architect Jeff Goulette, who designed the
home he shares with wife Kelly McGrail. A porch shades the room in summer, but
come winter, the sunlight reflects off the snow and floods the room. Meanwhile, feet
stay cozy on the heated slate floor, and elbows rest easily on a wood-topped island
that Jeff calls the center of the universe.

Inspired by Shaker farmsteads in New England, the home is a series of
interconnected buildings. The kitchen is the nexus of the free-flowing plan, located
off a foyer that resembles a breezeway. “It’s a casual house, a country house,” Jeff
says. “We thought, Why not walk directly into the kitchen?”

Continuing in the traditional Shaker style, the interior millwork features simple
pine bands that wrap windows and form a picture rail. White walls and a white-
painted plank ceiling pair with colorful cabinets to brighten the space. “It's a little
Shaker, a little Arts and Crafts,” Jeff says. “We wanted a crisp, clean feeling with the
warmth of wood, but nothing too cabin-y”

Salvaged materials add character, and they support an environmentally sensitive
building strategy. A few examples: The century-old ceiling beams came from an




o Ihe enameled gas

Iron range sets the

color schemi

: fones down
Id green
cabinetry and gives

it ar lool

1N aged 100K |

tone for the sunny ‘
|
|

the

oPPOSITE: An antique farm table cozies up to

a window seat in the dining area. Stretching

11> feet, the table can seat up to 14 people.

LEFT: These sleek range controls fire up five burners
and three separate ovens, including a broiler
compartment. BELow: A microwave drawer tucks In
the working side of the island. It's a good solution
in a kitchen with very few overhead cabinets.

Ontario mattress factory, the island’s 6-foot-square top is made of recycled white-oak
planks, and virtually every cabinet or drawer features a unique piece of refurbished
antique hardware. “We love the feeling of history and the patina of age these
materials bring,” Jeff says. “It was a lot of fun sorting through the choices.”

The overall look echoes the past, but the layout is modern and so are the
appliances—including the enameled cast-iron range. Unlike its old-fashioned English
counterparts—which stay on continuously—this scaled-down range features an
efficient dual-fuel system with electric convection ovens. Its cream finish drove the
kitchen color scheme. “We made the island the same cream, then adjusted the green
glaze on the other cabinets to make a nice contrast,” Jeff says.

To balance the cost of the high-end range, the homeowners chose a more budget-
friendly freestanding fridge. A wide, shallow built-in fridge wouldn’t have worked
anyway. “We didn’t have a lot of wall space to work with,” Jeff says. The deep fridge
neatly punctuates the end of a cabinet run, defining the kitchen’s boundary.

Like any good country house, this one is ruggedly casual. “We have one rule:
Don't set a wet glass on the marble counter;” Jeff says. “It leaves a ring” Otherwise,
anything goes. The couple’s Great
Dane, Sophie, has free run of the
house. “Toenails and mud can't
hurt this floor” Visiting nieces
and nephews, adult siblings, and
friends—everyone can just kick
back and relax. “This house is as
comfortable for two as it is for
10 or 20,” Jeff says. “It’'s an
easygoing place.”

RESOURCES BEGIN ON PAGE 132.
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